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Hey, not trying to be your mom, but there aren’t many jobs out there for potheads. 
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Back Online for’09 

This issue we kick off 
2009 with a massive 40- 
page preview of the new 
year's biggest Wii and 
DS games, starting on page 26. 
But before we get to that, l have 
an announcement! I’m happy to 
say that we’re leaving our lame 
placeholder website firmly be¬ 
hind in 2008. That’s right; we’ve 
finally got a new site! In fact, you 
can check it out right now at www. 
nintendopower.com. It’s nothing 
superfancy-we’ll likely tinker with 
it more at some point-butithas a 
cool feature that we’re all pretty 
excited about. From nowon, you’ll 
be able to get a sneak peek at each 
month’s biggest stories just as the 
issues start heading out to sub¬ 
scribers. You can download high- 
res sample pages from features, 
previews, news stories and more, 
or check out the Contents pages 
to see a list of everything that’s in 
the new issue, l/l/e hope you find 
the early look exciting, and check 
back every month for your first 
taste of the issue. Be sure to let us 
know how you like it! 
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I believe that a system should be 
judged by the quality of its games, 
which is why I choose the N64 
as the best console of all time. 
Nowhere else will you find gems 
like Super Mario 64, Super Smash 
Bros., Paper Mario, Star Fox 64, 
GoldenEye, Banjo-Kazooie, Majora’s 
Mask, and my personal favorite, 
Ocarina of Time. The list goes on 
and on. Oh, and cartridges rock! 

-ZACH BONEBRAKE 



WHAT IS YOUR 
ALL-TIME FAVORITE 
NINTENDO SYSTEM? 


oh-so-special buzz, it b< 


of Nintendo’s worst systems, but 

Pikmin to Super Smash Bros. Melee, 
You can’t beat GameCube’s impres- 

of graphics, games, great controller 
ever (SSBM), you can’t deny the 























3EG© and (WfrT 
your own Neopet! 


together with friends! 


jJtE© Neopia and 6lDS0 
countless puzzles 




























The Thrill of the Chase 


This February, it’s a race to a date in Atari’s The Chase: Felix Meets Felicity on the DS. 


limit, uiihj.im -;- 

Clash of the Titans 

The heroes of Square Enix's Blood of Bahamut are standing on the shoulders of giants. And the giants want them off, now. 
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THE DIFFERENCE IS NIGHT AND DAY 
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Q XBOX 360.' UVE 






VIDEO GAME RENTALS 

DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR 


PlayStation.E! 


# XBOX 360. 





Wii Channels 


Grease Is the Word 


Toilets? Flowerbeds? An aircraft carrier?? You’ll fix them all in Hudson’s 
quirky new WiiWare title Pit Crew Panic! 





















HI Wii Channels 


Have a Bad Day 

Telltale tells all about the making of 
Strong Bad’s WiiWare adventures. 


ire this past summer, the Strong Bad’s 0 


1 License & Original admits designer/programmer Ma 

Concept Darin, "but we eventually settled 



rangewhatwealreadythoughtof A Content Creation 
to fit into this better structure so it At this point the game is 

doesn’t blow out of proportion.” rough preliminary state. “We 






engine, the Telltale Tool, whicf 
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two weeks polishing the game: 


Darin notes. “And that’s just the 
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Space 

Evaders 

You can run, but 
you can’t hide in 
Evasive Space. 

The point-to-pilot con¬ 
trols of Yuke’s upcoming 

Space allow you to guide 
Stellar Guardian Konki 




Stones. Developed by 
High voltage Software, 
the game has you 
zigging, zagging, and 
avoiding enemy fire 

trials in tight corridors 
and object-collection 

Dark Matter's roving 
space thieves hot on 
your trail. You guide 

your remote to navigate 


rings of planet Minot IV, 
Velkor’s Pyroclastic Ship 
of Doom, and beyond. 
You can take on friends 
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DOWNLOAD STATION 


FORGOTTEN 



















A Pokemon Ranger's work is never done, but it's certainly rewarding! Even if you think youtyg explored 
everything there is to see in the land of Almia, there are new surprises in store! Pokemon Ranger: Shadows of 
Almia allows you to download very rare Special Missions by connecting to Nintendo* Wi-Fi Connection. These 
Missions allow you to embark on new adventures - and meet new Pokemon too! Enjoy your Special Mission 
stickers, and find out more about the first three Special Missions, available only for a limited time! 


-jlPmjj? DO/7'7" ITUSS HOUR OHRHCE TO CRPTURE DRRRRRI 7 

A new Special Mission featuring Darkrai called "Liberate the Tower!" is available December 
1 st, 2008 through January 31 st, 2009 on Ranger Net. To play this Special Mission, you'll 
need to play through the game until you reach the end. When you complete this Mission, you will be able to 
transfer Darkrai to your copy of either Pokemon Diamond or Pokemon Pearl (sold separately). The mysterious 
art under normal circumstances, so don't miss 


SPECIRL mission: RECOUER THE mRORPHH EOE! 

To play this Mission, you must advance through Pokemon Ranger: Shadows of Almia until 
you become an Area Ranger. When you complete the Mission, you'll be able to transfer the 
Manaphy Egg to your copy of either Pokbmon Diamond or PokSmon Pearl (sold separately). It all starts when a 
young girl reports that her Happiny has gone missing.. 
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THEYEAR IN 

PREVIEW 



2009 may just be getting started, but it’s already looking 
like an incredible year for Nintendo fans. It’s going to be a 
year of returns: the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles are making, 
an astonishing comeback in an intense four-player fighting 
game, beloved platforming hero Klonoa is bringing his unique 
whimsy to Wii, Little Mac is aiming to reclaim the champion¬ 
ship gold, and hit franchises like Grand Theft Auto, The House of the Dead, Suikoden, 
and Tenchu are being reborn on Wii and DS. 2009 is also going to be a year of innova¬ 
tion: original games such as The Conduit, MadWorld, Little King’s Story, Muramasa: 
The Demon Blade, and Rhythm Heaven will take gamers to fascinating places the 
likes of which they’re never seen. And 2009 will be a year of 
■ technological advancement: Wii MotionPlus and Nintendo DSi 
j will show you new ways to experience gaming. Amazingly, the 
| games on these pages are just the beginning (this is supposed 
i to be the quiet time of year); even more will be revealed in the 
coming months. Please look forward to it. 
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SHELL-SHOCKER! 
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2009 marks the 25th anniver¬ 
sary of TMNT, and there will 
be many new products and 
events tied to the yearlong 
celebration. Here’s a look at 
some of best stuff from the 
past and future of TMNT. 



hit 1987 cartoon, which recast them 
in a more family-friendly light. 
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Wii MotionPlus 
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"Extremely fun.. .1 really didn't want to put the DS down." 
- DESTRUCTOID 


IGN'S BEST OF E3 AWARD 

"BEST ARTISTIC DESIGN - DS GAME" 


lUP'S AWARD FOR BEST OF E3 2008 

"BEST DS GAME, RUNNER UP" 



















FROM A LEADER IN GAME DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION 



UflilWtfEL 

SUMMER EXPERIENCE 



DigiPen Institute of Technology, recognized by the 
industry as a premier game development college, 
presents a two-week summer workshop series 
designed to introduce participants of all experience 
levels to the fundamentals of game programming, 
3D computer animation, game design and robotics. 


► 

► 

► 


Get an opportunity to tour portions 
of Nintendo of America 

Awesome after-school activites with game 
tournaments and guest industry speakers 

Explore the Developers Gallery where many 
local game companies will be showcased 


Find out more or sign-up for 
an online information session at 



WORKSHOpS.DIGiPEN.EDU 



J* DigiPen 

VII INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

5001 150th Ave NE, Redmond, WA 98052 
(866) 478-5236 • www.digipen.edu 
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BOING! DOCOMODAKE 

□ 

Boing! Docomodake has a pretty weird premise. 

You control a waddling mushroom (who happens developer- a" 

to be a Japanese phone-company mascot) that RE le N ase R march 

itself into smaller mushrooms and then releaseimarch 

use its separate pieces in various ways-throwing 

for a curious but interesting action-puzzle game, -chris h. 


INFINITE SPACE 


PERSONAL TRAINER: MATH 
PERSONAL TRAINER: WALKING 

Math and walking aren’t exactly the most exciting 
activities around, but they’ll be given the Nintendo 
touch in separate upcoming install- 

in- 11:. 01 Hi- f M". I'H.-il Tl JllicI 

series for D5 (which recently kicked TUX 

'"“'“'“” 5 .“™ 

• ack in sexiness they 

should make up for in functional- Qi 

ity; Personal Trainer: Walking features a pedotnetB 1 '" 
i•> i'•- it- v.yi in.- i,'i-i- .--hi i'h u.-.'-i -.1 ti ii. 


ARC RISE 
FANTASIA 
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LITTLE KING’S STORY 

You might' think being king means living a life of ease and luxury, but that's not necessarily 
the case. Take Little King’s Story, for example: you piavayoung lad whoruBjjger the Alpoko 
Kingdom, but you have an empty treasury and a 100 percent unemployment rate, and the 
entirety of your domain consists of four citizens, three advisors, and three cows. Luckily, 
you’ve also got a magic crown that makes everyone do your bidding, so it’s up to you to 
command your townsfolk to gather valuables, fight enemies, build st™et®i|;an:tt generally 
expand your kingdom into a place of great people and great deeds. 
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Order via our Website 
or call Toll Free! 
k 1-866-899-4046 
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LITTLE MAGICIAN’S 
MAGIC ADVENTURE 


School isn’t always the most exciting place to spend 
your day, but what if you went to the Magic Academy? 



CAPCOM ^ 


SPYBORGS 

Though Capcom 
announced 
Spyborgs a while 
ago, the game has 
remained in hiding 
ever since, and with 
good reason-it 
evidently is being 
significantly 
retooled and will 
bear little resem¬ 
blance to what’s 
been shown thus 
far, otherthan that 
you'll be controlling 
superpowered 
secret agents. With 
former insomniac 
(makers of Ratchet 
& clank) staffers 
helming develop- 


VALKYRIE PROFILE: 
COVENANT OF 
THE PLUME 





KODEN: 
TIERKREIS 
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CURSED MOUNTAIN 


HARRY POTTER AND THE 
HALF-BLOOD PRINCE 


MAJOR MINOR’S 
MAJESTIC MARCH 


FIRE EMBLEM: 
SHADOW DRAGON 
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RUNE FACTORY 
FRONTIER 

The latest version of Rune Factory has a 
: Elousus * new platform, a new US publisher, and 
a host of new features, but the crux of 
Ore series remains. Having originally 
sprouted as a Harvest Moon spin-off, it combines that fran¬ 
chise’s low-key brand of'farming with RPG-inspired dun¬ 
geon exploration. The formula has proved oddly compelling 
through two DS installments (see page 90 for our review 
of the newly released Rune Factory 2), and Frontier seems 
poised to deliver a banner crop. 
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What Dreams 
Are Made Of I 



* 

Namco Bandai’s fantastical, 
magical Klonoa makes his 
North American return, 
thoroughly enhanced and 
exclusively on Wii. It’s a 
dream come true for 
platforming fans. 


68 ,,.™.. 


KLONOA 


ie original Klonoa: Door to Phantomile, released in 1998, 
as arguably the best platformer released for the PlayStation. 
Extremely polished game design and a unique sense of whimsy 
helped the game succeed on so many levels; the majestic, dream- 
inspired worlds were unlike anything players had experienced, while 3-D visuals and 2-D-style 
gameplay (commonly known as 2.5-D) combined the best of classic game-design sensibilities 
with modern technology. Perhaps most important was the compelling, almost addictive, core 
play mechanic-the ability to reach out and grab enemies using a Wind Bullet, then toss them 
as weapons at other foes, ride them into the sky, or boost off of them in midair to give Klonoa 
1 ,|tje game’s catlike protagonist) a unique twist on the traditional double jump. 




























mpasQQg 



DEADLY CREATURES 

Deadly Creatures, with its unusual arachnid protago- 

adventure games of 2008. But then a funny thing 
happened: THQ delayed the game until early 2009. 
You'll still get to control both a scorpion and a tarantula 





LEGACY Of YS: “ - 

BOOKS IS II 






















RHYTHM 

HEAVEN 


HENRY HATSWORTH IN THE 
PUZZLING ADVENTURE 

fusion of Bejeweled-style puzzles and classic 2-D platforming. As you defeat enemies on the 
upper screen, they turn into blocks on the lower screen, where you must clear them before 
they rise as ghosts to seek revenge against Henry. A genteel British motif gives the game 
an infectious charm, and the boisterous Professor Hatsworth has to be an early favorite for 
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FINAL FANTASY 
CRYSTAL 
CHRONICLES: 
ECHOES OF TIME 


GHOSTBUSTERS: 
THE VIDEO GAME 
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With another dozen months of gaming on the books, we reflect on 
the stylus-swooshing and remote-waving year that was 2008 . 
We’ve seen the rise of WiiWare, the return of Smash Bros., and 
the world-rocking dominance of the music genre, and have 
narrowed down the year’s top (performers. Now it’s your turn to 
weigh in on what titles best defined Nintendo game-playing in 
aught-eight. Use the list to the right as reference, then go online 
and let your voice be heard. 














NaotoOshima 













T he 16-bit wars might have gone very differently 
if it weren't for Naoto Oshima. After all, he’s 
the man responsible for designing one of 
gaming’s most recognizable heroes-Sonic the 
Hedgehog. Oshima has done a lot more than 
create Sega’s iconic blue mascot, however. In 
addition to working as a character designer, 
he’s filled the roles of game designer, director, 
and producer, and he’s contributed to some of 
the most beloved series in gaming, including 
Phantasy Star and NiGHTS. Despite a great deal 
of success as part of Sega’s renowned Sonic 
Team, Oshima left the group shortly after the release of Sonic Adventure 
to found a new studio called Artoon and work on fresh, original projects 
for a variety of systems. Eventually, Nintendo even tapped Oshima and 
his team to create Yoshi’s Island DS. Though he’s busy with his day-to-day 
responsibilities as president of Artoon, Oshima still finds time for creative 
endeavors; he recently worked on Majesco’s AWAY; Shuffle Dungeon. 





Oshima got his start at Sega, working on high-profile titles such as the early Phantasy Star games and the Sonic series. He is 
sometimes credited as Big Island, which is the literal translation of his last name. 
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1 - 877 - 703-0181 
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Get 12 issues for $19.95- 72% off the newsstand price! 
Additional gifts only $14.95- 79% off the newsstand price! 


ra knight 


Visit www.nintendopower.com/giftsub 

to access our easy-orderform! 

Game trademarks and copyrights are properties of their respective owners. 

Nintendo properties are trademarks of Nintendo. © 2008 Nintendo. 













r COME 1 
AND STAY 
AWHILE . 


City Folk 
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With a new Wii™ console 
and a copy of Animal 
Crossing™: City Folk, this 
month’s Grand Prizewinner 
is sure to be the talk of the 
town. The lucky winner will 
have everything necessary 
to move into a new abode, 
meet the quirky animal 
inhabitants, and even talk 
with friends using the Wii 
Speak™ accessory. 


SECOND 


Our five Second Prize winners will 
each receive one copy of Animal 
Crossing: City Folk for Wii-the 
most expansive, charming, and 
customizable Animal Crossing 
experience to date. 


TC KUSTESSs Send us a postcard listing 
your full name, mailing address, phone 
number, and email address (if you have one). 
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Individual Health Plans Family Health Plans 
for as Low as for as Low as 


II 


II 




Call 877-705-7373 

Get affordable, comprehensive 
health insurance with one fast, 
easy phone call. 

Mon - Thu 8am -11 pm EST 
Fri 8am - 8pm EST 
Sat 10am - 6pm EST 


v'** Top Rated Health Insurance Plans 
PPO, HMO, and HSA Eligible Plans 
Affordable Alternative Options 


Ad provided by MediaBids.com. 1-866-236-2259. 
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Will Rock 
Band 2 melt 
your face 
off? Turn 
the page 
to find out! 
(Pro-tip: Put 
on a welder’s 
mask first.) 
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IN-DEPTH REVIEWS OF ALL THE LATEST GAMES 
















Rock Harder 
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NEXT MONTH 


An RPG explosion draws near! We’ll go in depth with all the role-playing 
epics coming to wii and DS, including Dragon Quest V, Arc Rise Fantasia, 
Fire Emblem: Shadow Dragon, and a few surprises. 
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ss anyone selling releases from 
of support them and do let us know. 

Thank you! 


Our goal is to preserve classic video game magazines so that 
they are not lost permanently. 


People interested in helping out in any capacity, 
please visit us at www.retromags.com 


No profit is made from these scans, nor do we offer anything 
available from the publishers themselves. 



